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Why We Are Unique
With more than 100 years of Big Brothers Big Sisters 
mentoring success to build on (combined with 53 
years of Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring 
success), we invest our resources to create enduring, 
life-enhancing experiences for volunteers and the 
children they mentor.

Each match is initially created via a time-tested 
6-step process. Once established, matches are  
regularly monitored and continually evaluated  
by trained staff to insure positive outcomes and  
relationship longevity. This is why Nutmeg Big 
Brothers Big Sisters is considered to be  
Connecticut’s premier mentoring organization.

Who We Are
Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters, now celebrating 
its 53rd year in Connecticut, initiates the highest 
quality mentoring relationships between  
vulnerable children and professionally-screened 
and supervised adult volunteers. Our goal is  
to improve the lives of 6 through 18-year-olds  
from single-parent and no-parent homes and 
enable them to become productive, responsible 
society members. 

We achieve this by offering a Community-Based 
Program, a School-Based Program, and a Foster 
Grandparent Program – all of which help at-risk 
youngsters avoid destructive behavior and reach 
their highest potential.

Alyssa’s mom, Tracy (left), Little Sister Alyssa,  
age 8 (middle) and Big Sister Kate Gihon (right)
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When founders  
Bernie Fields and  
Arthur Director began  
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
in CT in the early 1960s,
the organization pretty much covered just Middletown. Now,  
as Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters celebrates its 53rd year of 
helping children facing adversity succeed, we’ve grown our 
service area to include 132 of Connecticut’s 169 municipalities  
in Hartford, Tolland, Windham, Middlesex, Litchfield, New  
London and upper New Haven counties (the shaded section of  
the map represents our statewide service area.)

Little Brother Damarrius 
age 6

Our Community-Based programs served 504 children.

Our School-Based programs served 351 children.

Our Foster Grandparent Program operated at 47 sites, and  
served 344 children. 

Our volunteer mentors devoted more than 134,000 hours to  
inspiring, teaching and bonding with their “Littles.”

Volunteer mentors’ time spent with “Littles” this past year was worth 
well over $3.3 Million – a huge value that your support made possible.

Our staff spent more than 44,000 hours creating and supporting 
life-changing matches between children in need and caring  
Big Brothers and Big Sisters. 

For the more than 68,000 
kids we’ve served since 
our founding, we’ve ignited 
great potential.
During 2017 - 2018:

94.0% of children reported better 
relationships with adults.

95.0% children increased their 
self-confidence.

88.5% of children improved their 
academic performance.

87.0% of children developed an  
improved sense of future.

90.1% of parents reported improved 
family relations.
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Because generous 
individuals and 
organizations like 
the United Way of 
Greater Waterbury,
represented by Kristen Jacoby, President  
& Chief Professional Officer, continue to  
contribute to our program, Potential Is  
Being Ignited for Little Sister Azzuraya. 

Igniting Potential
Camiecia Anthony is a Big Sister in our program. 
She’s matched with Little Sister Azzuraya, age 10. 
Camiecia, an Administrative Assistant with the 
United Way of Greater Waterbury, is the catalyst 
for Azzuraya’s ignited potential. 

Igniting Potential  
Azzuraya’s mom is also igniting her potential. She 
began by enrolling her daughter as a Little Sister. 
She continues by supporting her in our program.

Big Sister Camiecia Anthony  
and her Little Sister Azzuraya

Kristen Jacoby
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Big Brother Hugo Bernal and  
his Little Brother Jay

Igniting Potential
If you follow sports, you’ll recognize Hugo 
Bernal as a Commentator for ESPN. Little 
Brother Jay, age 10, knows him as his Big 
Brother in our program. Jay would be the 
first to say that Hugo is the catalyst for his 
ignited potential.

Igniting Potential  
Jay’s mom ignited his potential when she 
signed him up as a Little Brother with us. 
She signed up Jay’s five brothers and sisters 
too, and supports them all in our program.

Because generous 
individuals and  
organizations like 
Halloran & Sage,
represented by Mark Perkins, a Partner at the 
84-year-old law firm, continue to contribute to  
our program, Potential Is Being Ignited for  
Little Brother Jay. In addition to helping ignite 
Little Brother Jay’s potential through his firm, 
Mark’s also igniting potential out of the office. 
For the last eight years, he’s been a Big Brother to 
Little Brother Roy’Al.

Big Brother 
Mark Perkins

7



Big Brother Joe D’Aleo and  
his Little Brother Jeremiah

Igniting Potential
Big Brother Joe D’Aleo is a Tenor Saxophonist 
with the United States Coast Guard Band.  
His Little Brother is 9-year-old Jeremiah. 
Since volunteering as a mentor, Joe has been 
instrumental in igniting Jeremiah’s potential. 
He’d never tell you this because Joe isn’t the 
type to toot his own horn. 

Igniting Potential  
Because it’s igniting his potential and  
providing the male role model he needed, 
Jeremiah’s mom is glad she took the  
initiative to enroll her son in our program.

Because generous  
individuals and  
organizations like 
the William and 
Alice Mortensen 
Foundation,
represented by President Alfred V. Covello,  
continue to contribute to our program,  
Potential Is Being Ignited for Little Brother 
Jeremiah. In addition to leading the Mortensen 
Foundation, Alfred V. Covello is a Senior United 
States District Court Judge for the District  
of Connecticut.

The Honorable 
Alfred V. Covello
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Foster Grandparent  
Kathleen Merritt and Zachary

Igniting Potential
Kathleen Merritt, posing here with 7-year-old 
Zachary, is famous for igniting the potential 
of students at the Laurel Elementary School 
in Bloomfield, where she’s been serving as  
a Foster Grandparent for the last 6 years.  
Ms. Merritt is also the Foster Grandparent  
of the Year for our Hartford region!

Igniting Potential  
Administrators at the Laurel Elementary 
School in Bloomfield determined the facility 
would take part in our Foster Grandparent 
Program. That’s why all the students Ms. 
Merritt has mentored during her tenure 
there have experienced ignited potential.

Because generous 
individuals,  
organizations and 
municipalities, like 
the City of Hartford,
represented by Kim Oliver – Director of the  
Department of Family, Children, Youth and  
Recreation – continue to contribute to our Foster 
Grandparent Program, Potential Is Being Ignited 
for all the children Kathleen Merritt mentors  
in the Foster Grandparent Program at the Laurel  
Elementary School in Bloomfield. The Foster 
Grandparent Program is funded, in part, in  
Hartford by Community Development Block 
Grant Funds allocated to Nutmeg Big Brothers 
Big Sisters by the City of Hartford.

Kim Oliver
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Alyssa’s mom, Tracy (left), Little 
Sister Alyssa (middle) and Big Sister 
Kate Gihon (right)

Igniting Potential
Kate Gihon volunteered to be a Big Sister  
in our program and almost immediately  
began igniting the potential of her Little 
Sister Alyssa, age 8. Kate is a Compliance 
Specialist at Flex in Manchester, CT.

Igniting Potential  
Alyssa’s mother, Tracy, signed her up to be  
a Little Sister in our program because 
she felt Alyssa could use another positive 
sounding board in her life. An added benefit 
is the potential that’s been ignited in Alyssa. 
Tracy, by the way, was a Big Sister herself 
in our program not long ago. She knows the 
power of good mentoring.

Igniting Potential
Potential has been ignited for Alyssa because a 
Match Support Coordinator like Jackie Lundie 
(left) maintains ongoing contact with Alyssa,  
Alyssa’s mother and Kate Gihon to make certain 
the match is progressing smoothly and adhering 
to the always-evolving guidelines of the Big  
Brothers Big Sisters Service Delivery Model.

Igniting Potential  
Potential has been ignited for Alyssa because 
an Enrollment Coordinator like Jamain Naidoo 
(right), drawing on 115 years of Big Brothers  
Big Sisters history and her own youth services  
experience, worked with Alyssa, Alyssa’s mother 
and Kate Gihon to carefully create a match that  
is having a significant life-enhancing impact on  
all participants.

Damarrius (middle) is 6-years-old and currently 
on our waiting list. He and his mother, who  
enrolled Damarrius in our program, are hoping 
that he will soon be matched with a caring,  
inspirational adult mentor - just like Big Sister 
Kate Gihon. Then, Damarrius, like Little Sister  
Alyssa, can broaden his horizons, develop his  
capabilities and fulfill his great potential.Jackie Lundie, 

Jamain Naidoo, 
and Damarrius
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President’s Letter
This past year, our team matched 1,199 children facing adversity with professionally supported, 
inspiring mentors. Two great new initiatives we launched this past autumn will help us continue 
increasing the number of children we serve – and instill key values and mindsets.

The first is Mentor2.0, a technology-enhanced program that provides one-to-one mentoring support 
for high school students to prepare them for high school success, college matriculation and college 
graduation – which will make most participants first in their  
families to get an advanced degree. 

Our second new program pairs 
inspirational University of  
Connecticut and Eastern  
Connecticut State University 
students with Little Brothers and 
Sisters from Windham Middle 
School. Bigs and Littles meet once 
a week and participate in on- 

campus programs. Like mentor2.0, on-campus mentoring helps children who know little about 
higher ed embrace it as a part of their future.

With your continuing generosity and collaboration, we look forward to reaching more children with 
top quality programming in the coming year – so we can ignite their full potential.

 
 
 
Andy Fleischmann 
President & CEO 
Jacob’s Big Brother

Chairman’s Letter
At Tecton Architects, my professional team and I are committed in every  
interaction and on every project, to creating space for new potential. It’s  
been our experience that thoughtful design solutions come from respectful, 
collaborative relationships and team investment in our brand promise.  
That’s why I take great pride in introducing the newly-designed Nutmeg Big 
Brothers Big Sisters logo, which appears on the front and back covers of this 
Annual Report.

The lowercase B, in black, represents the stories of our Little Brothers and Little 
Sisters and their families - and their alignment with us to fulfill their potential. 
It’s a powerful symbol, but only half of the whole. Rounding it out is the 
uppermost portion of the graphic. Colored a rich green, this represents our 
inspirational volunteers, our Big Brothers and Big Sisters. The two parts join 
together to create a compelling symbol. With the completion of the B, the 
relationship balances and becomes stronger and bigger. It updates how we  
look, talk and think. 

What hasn’t changed is our focus. We believe that every child has unlimited 
potential. We don’t create potential – we ignite it with one-to-one mentoring. 
We know there are many more children in Connecticut in need of our services. 
With your help and support, we look forward to offering these children this 
life-transforming opportunity. 

 

 

Ted Cutler 
Chairman of the Board

 FY2017 FY2018 
Community-Based Mentoring 491 504 
Site-Based Mentoring 342 351 
Foster Grandparent Program 308 344 

 1141 1199

Little Sister Viviana 
age 7

Little Brother Lucas 
age 10
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Major Sponsors:  
$50,000 +
Corporation for National and 
Community Service

Dalio Foundation

Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving

Hartsprings Foundation, Inc.

Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention

United Way of Central & 
Northeastern Connecticut

Zoom Foundation

Fields Director 
Society:  
$20,000 - $49,999
CIGNA

Comcast

Robert and Jane Coppa 
Charitable Fund

Entercom Hartford

Jeffrey P. Ossen Family 
Foundation

Price, Joann H

Travelers

Stewart, Richard and Carol

The Community Foundation 
of Eastern Connecticut, Inc.

Toscano, Daniel

Tow Foundation

Benefactors Circle:  
$10,000 - $19,999
Bank of America Corp.

Barnes Group Foundation Inc.

Bob’s Discount Furniture 
Charitable Foundation

C.N.C. Software, Inc.

Comcast Business Class

Connecticut Dept. of Children 
& Families

Director, David, Connecticut 
Lighting Centers, Inc.

Fleischmann, Karl and Muriel 

Frank Loomis Palmer Fund

Kaman Corporation

New York Life Insurance 
Company

Riggs Distler & Company, Inc.

Tecton Architects, P.C.

The Ellen Jeanne Goldfarb 
Memorial Charitable Trust

The Lamont Family Fund

United Way of Greater 
Waterbury

William and Alice Mortensen 
Foundation

Presidents Circle:  
$5,000 - $9,999
Aldi Inc

Barnes Group Inc.

CATIC

Cestari, Paul

City of Hartford 

Community Chest of New 
Britain

Community Foundation of 
Middlesex County

E2 Engineers

E-J Electric T&D LLC.

Eversource Energy Service

Halloran & Sage LLP

Harry E. Goldfarb Family 
Foundation

Liberty Bank Foundation

Main Street Community 
Foundation, Inc.

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP.

R.S Gernon Trust

Realized Solutions, Inc.

Reid & Riege, P.C.

Robinson & Cole LLP

Schutzer, Steven and Karen

Starr, Robert and Ming

Stewart Staffing Solutions

TD Charitable Foundation

United HealthCare

United Performance Metals, Inc.

United Way of West Central 
Connecticut

Webster Bank

Leadership Circle:  
$2,000 - $4,999
Aetna Foundation

Arcor Laser Services

Asplundh Construction

Bedard, James and Terry

Berkshire Bank

Berkshire Bank Foundation

Bowes, Kenneth and Marie

Brayboy, J. Martin

BVH Integrated Services

Chamber of Commerce 
of Eastern Connecticut 
Foundation

Chhabra, Satyapal 

City of Meriden

Communications 
Construction Group

Connecticut Education 
Association

CPV Towantic, LLC

Crown Castle

Cutler, Ted and Kim 
Worthington

DeRosa, Geri-Ann and Richard

Digital Insurance

Elecnor Hawkeye

Eversource Energy 
Foundation

Falk, Scott and Anna

Farmington Bank Foundation

FIP Construction

Forrest, David

Fred and Jo Falkner Fund

Gates, Jane McBride

iDeliver Technologies

International Brotherhood of 
Electric Workers

Jergel, Robert 

Law Office of Terry Bedard

Lerner, Earle and Jo-Ann

M.J. Electric

Manafort Brothers Inc.

MasTec

Matrix NAC

McPhillips, Will and Kayla 

Meehan, David and Beth

Montagano, Carlo

Necci, Matt

Network for Good

Northeast Line 
Chapter-NECA

People’s United Bank

People’s United Community 
Foundation

Peterson, Susan

PwC

Quanta Services

Reid & Riege Foundation

Retirement Visions

Rosen, Stuart and Emily

Signature Construction 
Group

Slalom LLC

Smallidge, Kirk

Software Quality Associates

Summers, Heather and Brian

CHILDREN ADULTS

MALE: MALE: 
47.7% 35.4%

FEMALE: FEMALE: 
52.3% 64.6%

AFRICAN AMERICAN/ AFRICAN AMERICAN/ 
WEST INDIAN: WEST INDIAN: 
23.8% 11.5%

ASIAN ASIAN 
0.9% 2.8%

BI-RACIAL: BI-RACIAL 
11.3% 3.2%

CAUCASIAN: CAUCASIAN: 
25.1% 69.1%

LATINO/PUERTO RICAN: LATINO/PUERTO RICAN 

35.1% 9.4%

OTHER: OTHER: 
3.9% 4.5%

 

AUDITED FINANCES
Fiscal Year July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018

Support and Revenue $2,104,657 
Individual Contributions $1,076,017 

Federal Grants $498,956 

Special Events $219,360 

United Way Grants $131,627 

In-Kind Contributions $86,798 

Other Revenues $68,204 

Other Gov’t Grants and Contracts $18,938 

Investment Income $4,757  

Expenses $1,940,888 
Program & Program Management $1,736,179 

Fundraising $204,709

Change In Net Assets $163,769

Our DonorsThe percentages and numbers below all add up to  
IGNITED POTENTIAL for so many kids across Connecticut.

Little Sister Ava 
age 7
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The Hartford Golf Club

The Watson Hotel

T.K. & Brown Floral

Total Wine & More

Town of Ellington

Travelers Championship

United Way of Coastal 
Fairfield County, Inc.

UnitedHealth Group

Walt Disney World

White, Andrew L.

Wischow, Herb

Woodford, Ruth

Wyszynski, Jeff and Sara

Zachs Family Foundation

Zambrello, Tony

Zappone, Mike

Friends:  
$100 - $499
360 Federal Credit Union

Abraham, Lynn

Abramson, Mike

Adeyemi, Lorrie

Amazon Smile

Anthony, Nora

Arnold, Martha

Auclair, Brad

Backus, Casey

Backus, Dan and Sue

Barcelona Wine Bar

Barlow, Brad

Barnhart, Rick

Bat Kid Experience

Begley, Mike

Belardi, Damian and Jennifer

Benson, Wendy

Bentrup, Bill

Bishop, Kim and Dave

Blackwell, Joan Lou

Blackwell, Sharon and Robert

Blechner, Barbara and Jack

Boston Red Sox

Boyd, Laurie

Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Company

Brown, Robert

Burr, Eileen

C.R. Bard Inc.

Carroll, Edward

Casagrande, Kelly

Cavanaugh, Dave

Ciaccio, Suzanne

Cinestudio

Comolli, Laura and Chuck

Connecticut Valley 
Orthodontics, PC

Connors, Neil

Cormier, Jared

Crowley, Kim

Daily, Tom

Dangelo, Dennis

DeFrancesco, Linda and 
Joseph

Dhamodharan, Naren & 
Hampden Park Team

Diana, BJ

Doyle, Michael

Duran, Wendy

Edelstein, Barbara

Epstein, Andrew

ESPN

Flynn, James

Flyte Tyme Limo

Foley, Nicoll

Frascino, MJ

Gailey, Joyce

Garcia, Jamie

Gershman, Jay

Gionta, Dana

Giuliano, Rosemary

Glueck, Christian

Goodspeed Musicals

Goodwin, Joli

Green, Alan

Greenberg, Arnold

Hair Today

Hamblett, Kenneth

Hartford Fire Insurance 
Company

Hartford Prints!

Hartford Sweat

Hassler, Kathryn

Heatley, Andrew

Jackson, Mitch

Jenkins, Bernard

Jerry Rosenband P.C.

Jordan, Janet

Kapinos, Alexander

Kaplan, David

Kase, Danny

Kennedy, Michael

Kotchko, Nancy

Kyle, Amy

Lammers, Tim

Landmark Partners LLC

Lane, Susan

Lariviere, Al

Laviero, Deborah

 
Law Offices of Seth 
Feigenbaum LLC

Lebel, Ron and Joann

LePage, Dan

Les Amis D Escoffier Society

Levin, Jay

Liberty Bank

Lissitchuk, Diane

Loitz, Maria

Lombardi, Sebastian

Lombardo, Paul

Lynam, Patrick and Pat

Lyon, Mike

Magyar, Sandra

Malavasi, Leonard

Manganiello, Rich

McKeown, Theresa

McKim, Diane

Miller, Alan

Murphy, Tom

Nemeth, Michelle

Nord, Carl

Palladino, Joe

Parker, Tejaswi and Michael

Paro, Kevin

Perruccio, Doren

Radcliffe Jr., Arthur

Raymond James Charitable

Raymour & Flanigan

Razza, Craig

Rich, Peter

Richards, Daniel

Richards, Marvin

Riley, Courtney

Ritter, Thomas

Roach, Michael and Diane

Robertson, Brent

Rotary Club of Waterbury, 
Inc.

Rubenstein, Richard

Savidge, Marilyn

Sbona, William

Secor, Cassidy & McPartland

Security First Insurance 
Group

Shea, Michael

Silverman, Harvey

Simmons, Katie

Sinatra, Mitch

Solomon and Katie Wohl 
Foundation

Stevens, Jim

Stewart, Frank

Stewart, John

Stine, Marty and Ellen

Stone, Gerald

Sundie, Shelly

Taylor, Deborah & Louise 
Daigle

The Peter H. Mortensen - 
Vinci Co.

Thurz, Mike

Underhill, Jan

United Way of Greater Union 
County

United Way of Massachusetts 
Bay and Merrimack Valley

Venezia, Mark

Wakefield, Christine

Walker, Sam

Warnke, Jason

White Silo Farm & Winery

Wolfe, Barbara

Wong, Margaret

Young, Amy

The Community 
Foundation for Greater 
New Haven

The Cuno Foundation

Tom & Melanie Barnes 
Family Fund

TRC Solutions

United Bank

United Way of Meriden 
& Wallingford

United Way of 
Naugatuck & Beacon 
Falls

United Way of 
Northwest Connecticut

USA Hauling & 
Recycling Inc.

Friends:  
$1000 - $1999 
Accounting Resources 
Inc.

Arnold, Shane

AT&T

Barrett, Beth and 
Camargo, Cindy

Beyer, John and Laura

Brown & Brown of 
Connecticut

Byrne, Tom

CBS Radio

Chelsea Groton 
Foundation

Connecticut Automotive 
Retailers Association

Consulting Engineering 
Services, Inc.

Cullen, Jim

Dominion Energy 
Charitable Foundation

Doot, David

Dowling, Vincent

Erie, Steven and Lynn

Ernst & Young LLP

Fuss & O’Neill

Hainsey, Marty and 
Kerry

Harold L. Wyman 
Foundation

Holcombe, Wayne

ION Bank Foundation

Joseph Cory Holdings

Leahy, Frank

Mahoney, Michael and 
Lisa

Manchester Unico 
Foundation

Mauro, Kimberly

McGann Bartlett & 
Brown

McLaughlin, Adam and 
Laura

Meandering Stream 500 
LLC

Mirabello, Peter

Mohegan Sun Casino

OFI

PAC Construction 
Group, LLC

StoneCastle Consulting

The Putnam Bank 
Foundation

Trinity College

United Way of 
Southington, Inc.

Wittmann Battenfeld

W.R. Berkley 
Corporation Foundation

Supporters:  
$500 - $999 
A/Z Corporation

American Electrical 
Testing

Ammar, Aaron and 
Joslyn

Babbidge Construction 
Company

Babbidge, Tracy and 
Alex

Bartlett Brainard Eacott 
INC

Bieringer, Leonard and 
Deborah

Brampton Technology 
LTD

Buth, Jay and Alissa

Cake Gypsy

Calnen, Greg

Carlin Construction 
Company LLC

Carmody, Torrance, 
Sandak, Hennessey LLP

Continental Garage and 
Sales LLC

Coogan, Jamie and 
Carolyn

Cummings, Sean

DeFronzo, Philip and 
Colleen Murphy

Enterprise Builders

Estee Lauder

Feuer, Mark and 
Vivienne Leheny

Financial Retirement 
Solutions, LLC

Finex Credit Union

Fortier, Jerry and Lisa

Frank, Michael

 

Goldberg, Caryl and 
Leonard

Golf Club of Avon

Goodman, Alan S. 

Goodrich, Philip

Hainsey, Ronald

Hawthorne, Devin

JetBlue

Kahan, Kerensky and 
Capossela, LLP

Kohler Ronan, LLC

Kosto, Bernard and Gale

Lapinski, Craig

Lariviere, Al and Kelly

Leete, Elizabeth

Marks, Leta

Middlesex United Way, 
Inc.

Mohegan Sun

New England Spring 
& Metal Stamping 
Association

Nimchek, Paul and 
Pattie

NRG Energy

Panczner, Tom

Parven Family 
Charitable Trust

Pension Consultants, 
Inc.

Pick, Chris

Reynolds-McKee Family

Rives III, Harold

Rives, Hal and Marki

Ryan, Greg

Saltzman, Mary

Schwab Charitable Fund

Sebastian E. Rosano 
Memorial Fund

Smith, Pat and Lynnae

Southside Institutions 
Neighborhood Alliance

Standard Builders

TD Bank

Our 
Donors

Little 
Brother 
Jeremiah 
age 9
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Contributers:  
$25 - $99 
Anderson, Jeff 

Arora, Puja 

Backmann, Erica 

Bailey, Lori 

Bernhard, Laura 

Boucher, Michael 

Bowles, Claudia 

Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Company 

Brown, Courtney 

Buchan, Kristine 

Carlson, Donna 

Chadwick, Wendy 

Chicoine Revocable 
Trust 

Cook, Ruth

Davidson, Virginia 

Dobron, Jodi 

Evans, Michael 

Fagan, Terry 

Farley, Lynn 

Fennell, Edward 

Fernald, Danielle 

Fernandez, Isaac 

Fernandez, Lillian 

Finger, Alan 

Fleischmann, Andrew 

Flynn, Sean 

Fox, Leah 

Fusco, Betty Ann 

Gerrits, Jamie 

Giglietti, Jane 

Gilmartin, Robin 

Goodman, Brad 

Goodman, Joan 

Goodman, Sally 

Gorman, Kelley 

Grieveson, Jeremy 

Herrel, Nicholas 

Hoar, Thomas 

Hunt, Charles 

Ibarrola, Brunella 

Ikeda, Kevin and 
Elizabeth 

Isgro, Jennie 

Jausoro, Patty 

Jones, Stefanie 

Keating, Sandra 

Ketaineck, Karen 

Knife and Fork II, LLC 

Kokoszka Jr., Edward 

Lane, Susan 

Macon-Williams, 
Jannett 

Matthews, Ryan 

McGurgan, Brian 

McKinney, Erwin 

Megna, Alexa 

Megna, Leanne 

Megofna, Victoria 

Meisterling, Ellen 

Miele, Mary Lou 

Miller, Susan 

Munsey, Laura 

Nahas, Michelle 

Neals, Barbara 

Perham-Lippman, Karen 

Pierce, John 

Pittman, F. Irene 

Plymouth Rock 
Assurance Corporation 

Poe, William 

Rheaume, Jonathan 

Rippberger, Julie 

Rodriguez, Ana 

Saulter, Teresa 

Shea, Kathleen 

SJ Creations, Inc.

South, Veronica 

Spinelli, Antonio 

Spinelli, Michelle 

Stehle, Mary 

Switalska, Agata 

Taylor, David 

Thomas Hooker 
Brewery 

Thomson, Leslie 

Tudan Van Egas, Marian 

Ulrich, Amanda 

United Way of 
Massachusetts Bay and 
Merrimack Valley 

Walker, Alex 

Wang, Wei 

Watkins, Latanya 

Weichel, Connie 

Weiss, Kimberly 

Wilkenson Law Firm 
LLC 

Wolf, Virginia 

Zarzycki, Christopher

In-Kind Donors: 
5th Ave. Nails & Spa

Becker’s Diamonds & 
Fine Jewelry

Billy Grant Restaurant 
Group

Blue State Coffee

Canniff, Jeffrey

CBS Radio

Comcast Business Class

Covey, Thomas

CT Concert Ballet

Ellington Ridge Country 
Club

ESPN

Essex Steam Train and 
Riverboat

Eversource Energy 
Service

Fleming’s Steakhouse

Foley, Elizabeth

Forrest, David

Frank Pepe Pizzeria 
Napoletana

Funny Bones Comedy 
Club

George’s Pizza & 
Restaurant

Giger, Jim

Glastonbury Jewelers

Golf Club of Avon

Golfing Magazine

Gouveia Vineyards

Grants Restaurant

Hartford Golf Club

Hartford Restaurant 
Group

Hartford Stage 
Company

Hartford Symphony 
Orchestra

Hartford Yard Goats 
Baseball Club

Hawthorne, Devin

Infinity Music Hall

J. Gilberts Wood Fired 
Steaks and Seafood

Joe Philippon Design

Lady Katharine Cruises

Les Howe Associates

Mahoney, Michael and 
Lisa

Max Restaurant Group

Muse Paint Bar

New England Dive

New England Patriots 
Foundation

New York Giants

NRG Energy

Okemo Mountain Resort

Olcott, Gage

Philippon, Joe and Patti

Playhouse on Park

PowerStation Events

Pratt & Whitney

Preston Ridge Winery

Realized Solutions, Inc.

Roach, Michael and 
Diane

Scott Van Sicklin 
Photography

Sundance Salon and Spa

Stanley Golf Course

Terry, Benjamin and 
Carol

The Bushnell

The Preservation 
Society of Newport 
County

Thomas Hooker 
Brewery

Thule, Inc.

Twin Hills Golf Course

United Performance 
Metals, Inc.

Up In Smoke

Vineyard Vines

Wadsworth Atheneum

Woodside Therapeutic 
Massage 

Ted Cutler
Tecton Architects, Inc.
Chairman of the Board

Jane McBride Gates
Connecticut State Colleges and Universities.
Governance Committee Chair

David Forrest
ISO New England
Finance Committee Chair

David Meehan
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Development Committee Chair

Terry Bedard
The Law Office of Terry Bedard, LLC

Ken Bowes
Eversource Energy

Paul Cestari
The Barnes Group

Adwoa Dadzie
Comcast

Geri DeRosa
Entercom Hartford

Hunchu Kwak
Connecticut Superior Court

Adam McLaughlin
Webster Bank

Carlo Montagano
Aetna

Paulette O’Brady
Foster Grandparent Representative

Karen Perham-Lippman
Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection

Irene Pittman
Honorary Board Member, Foster Grandparent

Robert Ricketts
Law Offices of Robert A. Ricketts, LLC

Stuart Rosen
Connecticut Superior Court

Judith Rudge
Comcast

Robert D. Starr
Kaman Corporation

Richard J. Stewart
Founder, Stewart Staffing Solutions

BIG HEARTS 
Our Board of Directors – 7/1/17– 6/30/18

Our 
Donors

Little Sister Meladee 
age 10
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Tony Braz
Chubb North America
Rie Poirier-Campbell
Hartford Performs

William J. Carew
OneDigital Health & Benefits

Tim Coppage
The Coppage Company

Thomas V. Daily
Reid and Riege, P.C.

Brian DiBella
Mugford & DiBella, LLC

Martin L. Fields
Retired

Pamela D. Gordon
Farmington Valley Visiting Nurse 
Association

Daniel L. FitzMaurice, Esq.
Day Pitney

Gus Gamache
Retired

Beverly Garofalo
Jackson Lewis, LLP

Barbara Grant
Cigna

Devin Hawthorne
Berkshire Bank

Wayne Holcombe
Signal Service, Inc.

Nancy L. Kotchko
Retired

Michael Mahoney
RLM Co.

Suzanne R. McDonald
Retired

Hugh F. Murray, III
McCarter and English, LLP

Hal Rives
New England Guild Wealth Advisors

Gene Rosenberg
Gene Rosenberg Associates

Andy Fleischmann
President and Chief Executive Officer

Orelia Barnaby
Director of the Foster Grandparent Program

Allison Holst-Grubbe
Director of School Programs

Brian Kelly
Director of Marketing

Ryan Matthews
Director of Community Programs

Rosalin Alcantara
Foster Grandparent Program Coordinator

Joanne Alexander
Operations and New Media Manager

Susan Black
Site-Based Coordinator

Laura Cardeno
Senior Enrollment Coordinator

Jay Cronin
Individual Gifts Officer

Kathryn Hassler
Grants Administrator

Jillian Comolli
Events Manager

Wendy Donovan Duran
Match Support Specialist

Elizabeth Foley
Inquiry and Customer Service Coordinator

Tara Gill
Site-Based Coordinator and  
Match Support Specialist

Ivana Kirk-Thigpen
Senior Site-Based Coordinator

Jacqueline Lundie
Match Support Specialist

Andrea McDermott
Agency Administrative Coordinator

Jeannette Mendez
Foster Grandparent Program Manager

Shasity Rios
Site-Based Coordinator

Laura Stamatien
Enrollment Coordinator

Stephanie Hinckley
Enrollment Coordinator

Margarita Laboy
Mentor2.0 Manager

Jessica Williams
Enrollment Coordinator

BIG HEARTS 
Our Board of Trustees 
7/1/17 – 6/30/18

BIG HEARTS 
Our Staff 
7/1/17 – 6/30/18

Little Brother Evan 
age 7
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One of our newest Site-
Based Programs takes place 
at UConn and Eastern 
Connecticut State  
University, with students 
from those schools  
mentoring children from  
the Windham Middle School 
in ways that ignite their 
potential and help them 
succeed in life. Pictured:  
Big Sister Jenesis Miranda 
and Little Sister Adelmarie. Our “Beyond School Walls” Site-Based Program 

is now in its 10th successful year. It’s sponsored 
by Comcast and is held at its Berlin facility  
with Comcast employees serving as mentors. 
Children in the program are from New Britain’s 
Lincoln Elementary School.

One of our Community- 
Based matches, Big Brother 
Demetrius Triantafylidis  
and his Little Brother Anand, 
greeted guests at our last 
“Start Something Big”  
Gala. Later, they joined 
attendees for an evening  
of delicious food, music, 
exciting auctions and an  
inspirational program.

Mentor 2.0 is a technology enhanced Site-Based 
Program that provides mentor support to high school 
students that prepares them for college and the work 
force. Much of the Mentor 2.0 activity takes place  
online. Big Brother Teddy Woolsey and his Little 
Brother Gibril and other Mentor 2.0 matches get  
together for 2 hours each month at CREC’s Academy 
of Science and Innovation in New Britain.

Our Bowl-for-Kids’-Sake 
event rolled out in March 
at Spare Time Lanes in 
Vernon.  Big Brother 
Charlie Felder and his 
Little Brother Miguel,  
from our Community- 
Based Program, are  
shown planning their  
lane strategy before  
making bowling history.

Our Big Sister of the Year for 2018, Allison Ahearn, gave her Little 
Sister Juliana some much- appreciated encouragement when 
Juliana addressed the audience at the Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
the Year Awards event in late spring. Allison and Juliana are long 
time participants in our Community-Based Program.

Our Foster Grandparent Program meets  
at 45 Site-Based locations each week in 
Greater Hartford and Eastern Connecticut. 
Senior mentors, like Andrea Cuascut, pass 
along their love, knowledge and life  
experience to adolescents needing their 
attention and guidance.

Our Community and Site-Based 
Programs are continually  
IGNITING POTENTIAL. 25



HELP IGNITE A  
CHILD’S POTENTIAL.  
Join Nutmeg In Saving Young Lives  
By Volunteering, Donating Or  
Partnering With Us.

Damarrius 
age 6

Design donated by  
Joe Philippon Design 
 
Photography donated by  
Scott Van Sicklin

Nutmeg Big Brothers Big Sisters 
30 Laurel Street, Suite 3 
Hartford, CT 06106

1.877.675.5190 
www.nbbbs.org 
nutmeg@bbbsnutmeg.org

Scan the QR Code  
to visit our website!

@nbbbs

@nbbbs

@bbbsnutmeg


